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8:00 – 10:00 AM Elements of the National Spatial Reference Station (NSRS) 
   David Doyle, Chief Geodetic Surveyor, National Geodectic Survey 
    

This program discusses the foundational elements of the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS) published by 
the National Geodetic Survey.  These include: Fundamental geodetic concepts of the United States official 
horizontal and vertical datums (NAD 83 and NAVD 88) and their relationship to global coordinate systems such as 
the World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS 84) and the International Terrestrial Reference Frame (ITRF).  This will 
include a discussion of reference ellipsoids and geoid models, and the recently completed NAD 83 national GPS 
readjustment and the realization of these datums in the form of passive control such as Georgia High Accuracy 
Reference Networks (HARN) and active control as provided by the Continuously Operating Reference Stations 

(CORS) network.  The program will include a description of the GPS processing utility OPUS (On-Line Processing 
User Service) and some recent enhancements such as OPUS Data Base (OPUS-DB).   
 

Dave Doyle joined the National Geodetic Survey in 1972, and currently holds the positions of chief geodetic 
surveyor.  He is responsible for the development, technical design and management of plans and programs that 
enhance the United States National Spatial Reference System.  He provides technical assistance in Geodesy to 
International, Federal, State and local surveying, mapping and GIS agencies.  Mr. Doyle began his career as a 
geodetic surveyor in the U.S. Army in 1967 and served on numerous field survey campaigns until completion of his 

service in 1970.  From 1970 until 1972 he worked for a private surveying company near Washington D.C. where he 
was responsible for completing boundary, topographic and engineering surveys while he attended undergraduate 
classes in geodesy and mathematics at the George Washington University.  Since joining NGS his experiences have 
included all phases of geodetic triangulation, astronomic positioning, leveling, GPS data collection, data analysis, 
datum transformations, network adjustments, and data publication.   
 
Mr. Doyle is a Past President of the American Association for Geodetic Surveying, a Fellow member of the American 

Congress on Surveying and Mapping, a charter member of the Geographic and Land Information Society, and 
serves on the U.S. delegation to the International Federation of Surveyors.  He is also actively involved in the 
District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia professional surveyors associations.  
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 PM Adverse Possession 

   Farris Cadle 
 

Adverse possession or prescription (the two terms refer to slightly differing concepts but are often used 
interchangeably) is the acquisition of title to or an interest in land that a person acquires by exercising possession 

over the land for the requisite period of time and without having any agreement with the true owner and without 
paying the true owner any compensation.  Discussed are the reasons the law allows adverse possession, the 
requisites necessary for adverse possession to run, the length of time necessary for adverse possession to ripen 
into title, color of title, applicability of paying taxes, tacking, special conditions that prevent possession from being 
adverse, the extent of an adverse claim, the title or interest obtained by adverse possession, the difference 
between adverse possession and prescription, the difference between adverse possession and boundary 

establishment by acquiescence, the applicability of adverse possession to the surveyor’s professional function, and 
how surveyors deal with adverse possession.  The concepts are based on American law in general, with specific 
peculiarities.   
 

Farris Cadle was born in 1952 and grew up in Swainsboro, Georgia.  He holds a Master of Arts degree in 
Geography from San Diego State University and a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest Resources from the 
University of Georgia.  He has fourteen years of surveying experience and sixteen years of title abstracting 
experience.  He is the author of Georgia Land Surveying History and Law, Athens: University of Georgia Press, 
1991, is a registered land surveyor in Georgia, and is listed in Contemporary Authors, Dictionary of International 

Biography, Who's Who in the South and Southwest, Who's Who in America, and Outstanding People of the 20th 

Century.  He has served as an expert witness in litigation, given depositions, and written professional papers in the 

areas of land titles and land boundaries.  He currently operates Farris Cadle, Inc., a title company based near 
Savannah that specializes in land title problems, title resolution to marshes and beaches, title searches back to the 
grants, boundary dispute resolution, and unconventional types of land research. 
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3:45 – 5:45 PM Innovative Technology in Land Surveying 
   Jason Waldemer 
 
A presentation showing how the use of popular, “over the counter” software packages can benefit Land Survey 
productivity. Items such as spreadsheets, integration of GIS data and ease of use will be discussed. Additionally, 
some of the latest breakthroughs in surveying technology and practical applications will be presented. 
 

Jason Waldemer has over 14 years of combined surveying experience.  He has worked as a rodman, instrument 
operator, party chief, survey technician, and project manager for numerous surveys across the state of Georgia 

and throughout the east coast.  He currently works for LAI Engineering, Inc. as a Senior Project Manager. 
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8:00 – 9:30 AM The Georgia Geospatial Initiative  

   Danielle Ayan, GISP 
 

Georgia is the current recipient of Federal funding for statewide Geospatial Strategic Planning. Georgia Tech has 

provided partner funding and staff to spearhead this activity on behalf of the Georgia Geographic Information 
Systems coordinating Committee (GISCC). The goals are to tie Geospatial Strategic Planning to the Governor's 
policy initiatives: Healthy, Safe, Growing, Educated, Best Managed Georgia.  To elicit input from around the state, 
various events have been held: 
* 6 regional Strategic Planning Input Sessions 
* Executive Technology Briefing: "Connecting People, Places and Policy" 
* Online survey (http://www.surveymonkey.com/GeorgiaGeospatialPlanning08) 

* Meeting with the Governor resulting in work with his staff 
* Presentations given at the CIO Forum & Executive IT Summit, Georgia DNR GIS User's Group, Georgia URISA 
Biennial Conference Keynote and 90-minute Interactive Session, Regional Development Center Annual Conference, 
Georgia CIO Council, and Georgia Digital Government Summit 
 

An overview of the Planning Process and preliminary results will be made available during this session and any 
additional input from the Surveying community will be sought/documented. 
 
Danielle Ayan is a Geographic Information Systems Professional (GISP) and has worked with Geospatial 
technologies for over 13 years -- 11 years as a full-time professional in the Atlanta area and 2 additional years as a 
MS Geology Graduate student at Texas Christian University (via formal studies and petroleum/environmental 

internships). She is currently tasked with co-managing the Georgia GIS Data Clearinghouse, a duty shared 
between the Center for GIS and UGA's ITOS (Information Technology Outreach Services). In 2008-2009, Danielle 
is leveraging her visible position with the Georgia Tech Center for GIS and the Georgia GIS Clearinghouse to reach 
out to the community - federal, regional, state, local, and municipal governments, fellow academicians, private 
sector professionals and individuals to raise the level of awareness and support for coordinated, enterprise 
Geospatial Programs throughout Georgia and the nation. She applies her energy and advocacy agenda via the 
following roles:  NSGIC 2008 - 2010 Board of Directors, GISCC (Georgia's GIS Coordinating Committee) 2008 

Outgoing Chair, Georgia URISA 2008 - 2009 Immediate Past President (2007 Chapter of the Year), URISA 2009 
International Associate Conference Program Chair and 2009 Chapter Relations Committee Outgoing Chair.  Danielle 
is the Principal Investigator on the current USGS-funded, statewide Geospatial Strategic Planning effort via the 
Fifty States Initiative Please visit the Georgia Spatial Data Infrastructure pages for participation in this significant 
endeavor and/or other geospatially-related activities occuring across the state of Georgia. 
 
 

 



 
 

REGULAR SESSIONS 
Friday, January 23, 2009, continued 

 

 
9:30 – 11:30 AM The National Geospatial Technology Center and GIS Educational Opportunites 
   Chris Semerjian 
 

Founded in 2001, The Institute of Environmental and Spatial Analysis (IESA) at Gainesville State College was 
formed as a teaching, research, and public service resource whose goal is to provide education and training in the 
geospatial technologies.  The Institute offers a variety of educational options: a Certificate in GIS and a B.S degree 
in Applied Environmental Spatial Analysis with a focus in Environmental Science, Environmental Studies, or 

Information Technology.  As of September 2008, the IESA began to serve as the southeastern regional extension 
of the new National Geospatial Technology Center (GeoTech Center). The GeoTech Center is funded with a $5 
million Advanced Technological Education (ATE) grant from the National Science Foundation.  Mr. Semerjian will 
provide an overview of the geospatial program at Gainesville State College and discuss the mission of the GeoTech 
Center, including education, training and partnership opportunities. 
 

Christopher Semerjian is an Assistant Professor of Physical Geography & GIS and the Director of the Spatial 
Analysis Laboratory at Gainesville State College. He holds a master’s degree in Physical Geography/GIS from 
Georgia State University and a Bachelor’s degree in geology from the University of Georgia. In addition to teaching 
a variety of geospatial and geography courses at Gainesville State, Mr. Semerjian also administers the College’s 

certificate program in GIS and was one of the principal architects of the College’s first Bachelor’s degree in Applied 
Environmental Spatial Analysis. Mr. Semerjian is the recipient of several grants from the National Science 
Foundation focused on geospatial education and training in Georgia. Most recently, Mr. Semerjian was selected as 
a Co-Principal Investigator for the newly funded National Geospatial Technology Center. Gainesville State College 
represents the southeastern United States for the National Center. 
 
 

1:00 – 4:00 PM Trial and Witness Preparation  
   Carol Clark 
 

Carol V. Clark is a trial lawyer specializing in mortgage banking, construction contracts and other real estate 
related matters with more than twenty eight years of experience.  A “Double Dawg” graduate of the Honors 
Program at the University of Georgia and its law school, Ms. Clark has served as chairperson of the 2000+ member 
Real Property Section of the State Bar of Georgia, is a member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, has 
presented papers at the Real Property Law Institute, Mortgage Bankers Association Legal Issues Conference, and 
made occasional televised appearances including The Layman’s Lawyer.    Her publications include the 4th and 5th 
Edition of PADRICK’S RESPA, TILA, HOEPA AND ECOA IN REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS and the contribution of 

several chapters in GEORGIA PROCEDURE, CIVIL PROCEDURE and GEORGIA PROCEDURE, PROPERTY.    She feels 
the secret to her many blessings is an old fashioned commitment to provide top service to her clients by a practical 
approach to dispute resolution with minimum expense. Her faith and philosophy of giving back to the community 
has been a hallmark of her career and her awards for leadership and board service are many.  She is proud of her 
A.V. rating from Martindale-Hubbell but is most proud of her clients’ continuing confidence.  
Carol has just been named as one of the Fifty Top Female Lawyers by Atlanta Magazine and again named a 
Georgia Super Lawyer.   

 
 
4:00 – 5:00 PM Georgia Museum of Surveying and Mapping 
   Dan N. Crumpton 
 

Georgia Museum of Surveying and Mapping Power Point presentation and a demonstration of antique 
surveying instruments and their relevance to the state of Georgia.   
 

Dan N. Crumpton is the Chairman of the Board Forest & Land Services, Inc. in Warrenton, Georgia.  He served as 
a Sgt. in the 101st Airborne Infantry Division and attended South Georgia Jr. College then graduated from the 
University of Georgia; BSF; Phi Kappa Phi.  Mr. Crumpton is a Tree farmer; Registered Forester, Certified Real 

Estate Appraiser,  Real Estate Broker , Registered Land Surveyor; Rural Land  Developer; compiler of old plats.                                
President, Timberland Sales, Inc.  Director, AgGeorgia Farm Credit;   Warren County Citizens of Year by Warren 
County Chamber of  Commerce  (1982 and 2001); Warren County Public Service Award (1989) Warren County 
Torchbearer, 1996 Olympic Games and supervisor, Warren County Soil and Water Conservation District.   
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4:00 – 5:00 PM New SAMSOG Website 
   Frank Quattlebaum 
 

A review of the new and improved SAMSOG Website.  Learn how the investment in updating the SAMSOG website 
can work for you and your business.  Advertising, pictures, Chapter pages and links, member biographies are just 
a few of the changes planned.   
 

Frank Quattlebaum is the Survey Group Manager of Woolpert, Inc. of Atlanta and is the Chairman of the Website 
Committee for SAMSOG. He has over twenty-one years of experience in surveying in the southeast. 
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8:30 – 11:30 AM Minimum Technical Standards and Scope of Practice Discussion 
   Mark Chastain and James Butler 

 
A presentation of the recent (February 2008) changes in the Georgia Minimum Technical Standards followed by an 
explanation and general discussion of scope of practice issues.  
• unlicensed surveying 
• engineering vs. surveying,  
• law vs. surveying, etc.  
 
Mark Chastain is Vice President and Co-owner of Chastain & Associates, P.C. in Ellijay, Georgia.  Mark is a 
Professional Land Surveyor licensed in Georgia, Tennessee, and North Carolina.  Elected Gilmer County Surveyor in 
2000, he was elected Post 2 County Commissioner in 2004 and was just elected Chairman of the Gilmer County 
Board of Commissioners.  Governor Perdue appointed Mark to the Georgia Board of Registration for Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors in 2003, and reappointed him in 2006.  A SPSU graduate, Mark has had a diverse 
surveying career, including rural farm surveys, condominium surveys in downtown Atlanta, state line surveys, 

county line surveys, quarry quantity surveys, and expert witness testimony in boundary disputes. 
 
James Butler joined KCI Technologies, Inc. as a Senior Registered Land Surveyor, with over 22 years experience 
in boundary, topographic, as-built and construction surveys. He served with Naval Construction Battalion 24 during 
Desert Shield/Storm and is a retired Navy reservist.  Mr. Butler serves on the Georgia State Board of Registration 
for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. He is County Surveyor of Lamar County, Chairman of the Lamar 

County Board of Assessors, and former President of the Atlanta Chapter of the Surveying and Mapping Society of 
Georgia. At KCI, Mr. Butler is responsible for business development and supervision of field crews for specialized 
construction staking surveys.  KCI provides a wide-range of services including survey, subsurface utility 
engineering, transportation design, environmental, construction management and site/civil engineering. 
 
1:00 – 5:00 PM Soil & Erosion Re-certification  
   C. B. (Butch) Watson, III, RLS/PE and Alan Bowling, PE 

 
Please see the separate informational page regarding the Soil and Erosion Re-certification program.  You must 
complete the Seminar Registration form even if you are only attending the S&E Re-certification class.  Cost of this 
program is separate from any other Seminar Registration options. 
 
 
 


